INTRODUCTION
Herrmann and Ikeda proved that for several types of singularities (Buchsbaum of positive depth, homogeneous, and equimultiple), if the minimum among the multiplicities of the hypersurfaces containing the singularity coincides with the multiplicity, then the singularity is a hypersurface [HI] .
In this paper we prove that the condition above, plus a condition expressed in terms of the normalized Hilbert-Samuel coefficients, give a characterization of the hypersurface singularities, Theorem 2. 1; we prove this result without any hypothesis on the singularity. We end this paper interpreting the characterization of the hypersurface singularities from the point of view of rigid polynomials, Corollary 2.2. 
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